Floats, 1950's & 60's
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First Finger Slip at WYC

An interesting and never since repeated situation arose

‘built in the early 50's. Untried, only two members wanted to
24 '

on it and reach further into the river. When the rig had
completed its worl e time 0 dig up the temporary
platform as it backed toward shore. At that time it became

with wooden walkways (at considerable expense) and t

verylig worked bete wilh th new grding They it

mlly have any place to dispose of the massive old docks
1y (you can still see the €l|dl of some of m: timbers.

w, quickly called the Station Captain at the MDC and got
= L bt

rapped and paved several years later.

The dozen of 50 years that followed produced many
different float schemes and many argumens over how they

o Atfirstall floats were hauled out for the Winter.

bes. i i
amenities available with docking instead of mooring, many
interested in sl dock

hauled out for Winter unil the carly 70°s.

building program.
he st dock vas -ppmxnmluly ‘where the “Cause-

use asa Work Float.(Try working on your Boat without
110 power)

sy
andasteeiramp Iudmgmuﬁmn:lmm Avgsdock”was

baiia 1951 i spprxisely e ion as
The “Causeway” was bult in 1953 n\d e Vi Fost” (o
present gas

Early ‘had built their own floats for
their own private use.

* Members could sublet their floats. This became difficult
keep

dock) was aftached to the end of it.

their slips and sublet them to other members.

e 4 b

had been hied o clear the arca for the “Main Float". (The

docks used to be: made of heavy timber with no added

flotation..vhen they got od, they wanted to sink...and when
gotlowi ; an

Jists, one for established members that were aiready
ool ipholders, ndanohrforallof herestofthe
members. A member onamooringr withoutaboat was
notable to accrue seniority on the float system unil he
actually began using it The two lsts were eventually

today.

+ Forseveral years nthe mid-50’s some of the lips were
attached to the Island. (Yes, thats right.zow your din-
ghy o theisland, get on your boated 10 floating slip,

usetasif it were on a mooring). An nteresting point 10
interject is that the Club once seriously considered
leasing the Islandioo from the MDC and improving and
developing it Anarched brdge was propoed or oot
raffic:

waterway. serious
enough that the MDC had been F acied s iy
detailed plans had becn prepared.

* Themvig eld (e sared by Newon Yaht Ol
‘boats) stretched fror 10 bank, and from the island
to above where: N:‘Mnn is now. The M‘DCwuecm
stanly pressuring the Clubs to remove moorings. The
final order came in 1986, to remove the “balance of the




